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           Welcome to the press preview Thursday 24 May at 11 am.  

Lilith Performance Studio proudly presents the performance artist and professor of mathematics – Irma Optimist.

It is very unusual for an artist as active and well established as Irma Optimist to stay in a place for 14 days to produce a 
new, site-specific performance piece. Since 1989 Irma Optimist has travelled around the world, making more than 160 
performances. But never before has she been given the opportunity to create a completely new piece during a longer 
period on the location where it is to be shown. That is why she accepted the invitation from Lilith Performance Studio.
 
Irma Optimist, b. 1952 in Vaasa, Finland:
- I am Irma Optimist, I am a performance artist and I have performed for 18 years. So I have done over 160 performances all 
over the world. I’m also a professor of mathematics, my area is chaos theory, so when I do my performance I want to build 
dynamical systems. All the time that I have done my performance art I have used mathematics, of course because it's 
coming through my brain because it's my work and I see everything through this mathematics. 
My performance sets time and space free and it is without an absolute fixed point, as a nonlinear system. 
The performance as the female optimistic lifestyle acts as the opposite of the static idea of art.  My optimistic mathematics 
returns the symbols of food, love and sexuality. When I come to Malmo I bring a blank paper and start from the beginning. 

Irma Optimist combines a feminist point of departure with abstract mathematics and an absurd sense of humour, in order 
to question scientific logic. In her performances we move through minor catastrophes towards a resolution, which might 
be harmony, or complete chaos. In her performances she often uses art historical references, and in particular from the 
interventions and nonlinear course of events used by the Fluxus movement. 

Taking up performance in 1989 in Finland, Irma adopted the name Optimist in 1991 to balance some of the Finnish 
melancholy. She has made performances in USA, Japan, Germany, Austria, Poland, France, Sweden, Canada, Belarus, 
Romania, Denmark, Israel, England, Ireland, Wales, Indonesia and Argentina. In collaboration with her son she also runs 
the performance scene LÁ BAS in Helsinki. 
LILITH PERFORMANCE STUDIO was initiated in January 2007 and is the first production studio for performance in northern 
Europe. The new work by Irma Optimists will be the studio’s forth production. Lilith Performance Studio is located in Malmö, 
in the south of Sweden, and is a unique international residency program where Swedish and international artists working 
with performance are offered opportunities and space to pursue and show their dream projects. Influential artists are 
invited for working periods of approximately a month each, which all will include one or more public presentations of a 
new work. 

For further info about the program 2007, please visit our website www.teaterlilith.com. where you will also find out more 
about the studio and the artists, film and sound clips from previous productions etc. To book tickets or for further 
information, please contact Isabell Dahlberg: info@teaterlilith.com, 040-789 97.

Lilith Performance Studio is supported by Stiftelsen Framtidens kultur, Malmö Kulturnämnd, Kultur Skåne, 
Statens Kulturråd, Sparbanksstiftelsen Skåne, Folkuniversitetet, SDF Södra Innerstaden. 
Sponsors: Myrorna, Beckers Färgservice, Svanströms repro AB, AV Syd and Sydsvenskan.

Welcome!
Elin Lundgren, Petter Pettersson and Isabell Dahlberg


